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In pursuit of the efforts of the Government to improve Thailand competitiveness under the so
called Thailand 4.0 framework, on 12th April 2017 the Ministry of Labour issued its Regulation
on Application for and Issuance of Work Permits and Report of Employment of Foreign Workers
No. 2 B.E. 2560 (the “Regulation”) to implement issuance of electronic work permits.  The
Regulation entered into force retroactively from 1st April 2016.

Foreigners working in Thailand are required to obtain a work permit.  The work permit
traditionally was in the form of a blue book containing details of the employee and the employer
(the name of the employer, place of work and the occupation of the employee, etc.).

The new work permit will be in the form of an electronic “smart card” containing the same
particulars as those in the blue book plus a bar code and a QR code. There are 2 forms of E-Work
Permits, i.e. WP11/1 for non-MCL nationals and WW11/2 for nationals of Myanmar, Laos and
Cambodia.  The current blue books are still valid until expiration and will be replaced by the E-
Work Permits.

The Regulation is, however, silent on the implementation timeline for the electronic filing system
for work permit applications.

AUTHOR

 

  
Kowit Somwaiya
Managing Partner | Bangkok
kowit.somwaiya@lawplusltd.com

   

- | Bangkok
-

LawPlus Ltd.
Unit 1401, 14th Floor, Abdulrahim Place 990
Rama IV Road, Bangkok 10500, Thailand
Tel: +662 636 0662
Fax: +662 636 0663  

LawPlus Myanmar Ltd.

The information provided in this article is general in nature and may not apply to any specific situation. Specific advice should be sought before taking any
action based on the information provided. Under no circumstances shall LawPlus Ltd. or any of its directors, partners and lawyers be liable for any direct or
indirect, incidental or consequential loss or damage that results from the use of or the reliance upon the information contained in this article. Copyright © 2016
LawPlus Ltd. 

 

https://www.lawplusltd.com/people/kowit-somwaiya/
mailto:kowit.somwaiya@lawplusltd.com


E-Work Permits for Foreign Employees in Thailand
 

Unit No. 520, 5th Floor, Hledan Centre
Corner of Pyay Road and Hledan Road, Kamayut Township,
Yangon, Myanmar
Tel: +95 (0)92 6111 7006
and +95 (0)92 6098 9752

   

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

The information provided in this article is general in nature and may not apply to any specific situation. Specific advice should be sought before taking any
action based on the information provided. Under no circumstances shall LawPlus Ltd. or any of its directors, partners and lawyers be liable for any direct or
indirect, incidental or consequential loss or damage that results from the use of or the reliance upon the information contained in this article. Copyright © 2016
LawPlus Ltd. 

 

http://www.tcpdf.org

